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Clean Water
Our lakes, rivers, and coastal waters are what make Maine a special
place, but pollution is jeopardizing our health, our fish and wildlife,
and our recreation economy. Investing in clean water infrastructure
and pollution reduction will protect and restore Maine’s waters and
fisheries while supporting thousands of good-paying jobs. page 3

Energy Independence
Maine people value independence, including the freedom to generate
our own power, but our energy and transportation systems are outdated
and heavily reliant on fossil fuels. Repowering our homes, businesses,
and vehicles will grow Maine’s clean energy economy and give us the
security and stability of generating power at home. page 7

Land and Wildlife for All to Enjoy

Healthy Local Food

Our Maine way of life depends on open land and waterways that
create opportunities to earn a living and enjoy the outdoors. But Maine
is losing farmland, waterfronts, and wildlife habitat to development
pressure. Investing in public lands will preserve opportunities for
hunting, fishing, and recreation for generations to come. page 11

Our children’s health and ability to learn are negatively impacted by
hunger and exposure to toxic chemicals, like pesticides and BPA. With
ingenuity and innovation, we can build a stronger food system that
brings nutritious, local food from Maine farmers and fishermen to
every family’s table. page 15

C

lean water is the lifeblood of Maine. It’s what we drink,
where we work and play, and why our fisheries are
some of the best in the world. Maine people know it’s our
responsibility to protect our lakes, streams, and coastal waters
for future generations.
We can do more to prevent water pollution that jeopardizes
our health, our fish and wildlife, and our recreation economy.

Why protect our lakes, streams, and ocean waterways?
Clean, safe drinking water is the basis of life itself. Maine is blessed with an
abundance of safe and reliable drinking water sources. About half of Maine people get
their drinking water from public water systems while half drink water from residential
wells.1 Preventing contamination of Maine’s lakes, streams, and groundwater is essential
to securing safe drinking water sources for our communities.
Our lakes, rivers, and coastal waters are what make Maine a special place. Maine
has more than 6,000 lakes, 30,000 miles of rivers and streams, and 5,000 miles of
coastline. Maine lakes generate $3.5 billion annually for our economy, sustain 52,000
jobs, and provide drinking water for more than 600,000 people.2 Maine’s beautiful
beaches draw over 12 million visitors and contribute $1.6 billion to our economy every
year.3 The Maine Beaches region (towns from Kittery to Old Orchard Beach) is the
primary destination of 25% of overnight visitors and 35% of day visitors to Maine.4
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Clean Water
“High quality water is more than the
dream of the conservationists, more than
a political slogan; high quality water,
in the right quantity at the right place
at the right time, is essential to health,
recreation, and economic growth.”
—Senator Edmund Muskie

Protecting the health of our waters and fisheries is essential to our
future livelihood. Maine waters support more wild brook trout than
anywhere else in the nation and Maine’s fresh water fishing industry
adds more than $300 million to Maine’s economy every year.5 Our
lobster industry generates at least $1.5 billion in economic activity
annually, and aquaculture adds an additional $137 million.6

Groundwater, aquifers, and lakes are the primary sources of Maine’s
drinking water. Contaminated water can transmit diseases and lead to
cancer, reproductive problems, and learning disabilities. Contaminants
can be naturally occurring chemicals and minerals, or they can be
pollutants from farming, manufacturing, wastewater, and plumbing
systems. Many Maine lakes are experiencing harmful algae blooms
while about one in six residential wells is contaminated with unsafe
levels of arsenic. And though lead is not naturally found in water, it can
dissolve into water from plumbing fixtures and piping, contaminating
the drinking water in homes, schools, and businesses.

Threats to Maine waters
Maine waters are too often polluted by untreated sewage and storm
water runoff. Hundreds of millions of gallons of untreated storm water
and sewage are discharged into Maine waters every year due to outdated
municipal “combined sewer overflow” systems that cannot handle heavy
rain storms. Water quality is further degraded by failed septic systems, as
well as excess fertilizer, pesticides, animal waste, detergents, and industrial
runoff that wash into our waterways from roads, bridges, and other
impervious surfaces. This nitrogen and phosphorous
runoff can lead to algal blooms that harm our
health, kill shellfish and other animals,
and lower the value of waterfront
properties.7 Pesticide use by
homeowners and lawn/tree care
companies has increased by 700%
over the past two decades.8

Carbon pollution is putting our fisheries in jeopardy. The Gulf of Maine
is warming faster than almost any other ocean area on earth, resulting
in the northward migration of many cold-loving fish, including cod,
haddock, pollock, and lobster.9 At the same time, carbon pollution is also
increasing the acidity of our oceans, making it harder for mussels, clams,
and oysters to build their shells and mature.10 These are all species that
have been central to Maine’s fishing industries for generations. And while
federal efforts to limit carbon pollution are stalled, the livelihoods of Maine’s
commercial fishermen and fishing communities hang in the balance.
Drilling for oil or gas off the coast of Maine poses a grave threat
to our way of life. The U.S. Department of the Interior’s proposal to
allow off-shore drilling for oil and gas puts the health of our beaches
and coastal waters, along with our fishing, recreation, and tourism
economies, in extreme danger.11 Oil spills and pollution from drilling
operations could cause irreversible damage and Maine’s coastal
communities are on the front lines.

When Maine’s drinking water
becomes contaminated, it
can cause serious illness.
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Policy Priority:

clean water jobs & infrastructure
In many communities, wastewater systems and deteriorating roads, bridges, and culverts are failing to keep our
waters safe from untreated sewage and storm water runoff. Most Maine towns do not have the ability to finance
upgrades to sewer systems or make needed improvements to camp roads. The Maine Department of Environmental
Protection has identified approximately $1 billion of known needs to upgrade Maine’s wastewater infrastructure.15
Investing in clean water infrastructure and pollution reduction will protect and restore Maine’s waters and
fisheries, leverage significant additional funding, and support thousands of jobs.

By 2022, Maine needs to...
• invest at least $135 million in upgrading wastewater systems and reducing storm water runoff from roads and bridges by issuing
$55 million in state bonds, which will draw down at least $80 million from other funding sources and support 2,100 jobs.16
• strengthen the clarity, permitting, and enforcement between state and local policies that are meant to protect water quality.
• improve mechanisms for municipalities to fund code enforcement officers and take enforcement actions to court, if need be.
• assist rural residents with testing and treatment of residential wells or extension of public water supplies.
Marine debris, particularly plastics, threatens the health of our
coastal waters. Marine debris is polluting our waters, seafood, and
wildlife. Scientists estimate that up to 80% of all litter in the oceans is
made of plastic.12 Plastic debris of any size can break into tiny fragments
and researchers have found these microplastics in every location they
have tested off the coast of Maine.13 Larger marine debris litters our
coast and ocean floor, causing significant harm, even death, to marine
animals and birds.

More opportunities to prevent water pollution
Investing in safe drinking water gives Maine kids a healthy
start. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, treating
groundwater costs 30-40 times more than preventing contamination
in the first place.14 We can ensure Maine’s Drinking Water Revolving
Fund has the resources to help community public water systems
maintain their drinking water storage and piping infrastructure.
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And we can support the work of Maine’s Drinking Water Program, which monitors
drinking water sources, assures compliance with federal standards for safe water, and
offers lead in water testing for schools, free of charge. This gives every school district
in Maine the opportunity to ensure their drinking water is clean and safe for their
students, staff, and visitors.
Securing Maine’s clean water includes defending federal safeguards. The national
Clean Water Act and Clean Air Act are groundbreaking frameworks for protecting
human health and the environment. They have been working to clean up our nation’s
water and air for decades, yet they are under threat from polluters and their allies
in Washington. Maine won’t benefit from allowing cars and trucks to increase their
emissions, and we won’t benefit from relaxing the limits on carbon
pollution from coal-fired power plants under the Clean
Power Plan. We must continue to support and
defend federal safeguards that protect us
from out-of-state polluters, keep our
families healthy, our fish and wildlife
thriving, and our jobs in fisheries
and tourism secure.
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aine people value independence, including the freedom
to generate our own power. A forward-thinking energy
system based on renewable, sustainable sources can support
thousands of technical jobs while giving Maine families and
businesses energy security and stability.
We can do more to take charge of our energy production, lower
energy costs, create good-paying jobs, and reduce the climatechanging carbon pollution that is threatening our way of life.

Why unplug from fossil fuels?
Clean energy gives us independence and control over our energy sources. Maine
is one of the most petroleum-dependent states in the nation, consuming more oil per
person than anywhere else in New England.1 The average annual cost of energy in
Maine is $3,968 per person, which means that every year, billions of dollars are sent out
of state for the purchase of fossil fuels.2 Unplugging from fossil fuels and generating
our energy locally will reduce our dependence on imports that leave us vulnerable to
dramatic fluctuations in price and availability.
Carbon pollution from fossil fuels is disrupting our climate and compromising our
health. Warmer temperatures and erratic weather patterns are putting the livelihoods
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Energy Independence
"As municipal decision makers, it is
important for us to be stewards of our
towns’ budgets and resources. Solar
power helps stabilize energy costs for
years into the future — the savings go
into pockets of local taxpayers and back
into our economy. More Maine towns
deserve this opportunity."
—Samantha Paradis, Mayor of Belfast, Maine

Threats to energy independence

of Maine farmers and fishermen at risk while increased pollen, higher
ozone levels, and extreme heat are making our air less healthy to
breathe. Passenger vehicle emissions alone were responsible for $500
million in health costs in Maine in 2015.3 Warmer temperatures have
also expanded the range of deer ticks. Since 1991, the incidence of
tickborne Lyme disease in the United States has doubled, with Maine,
New Hampshire, and Vermont experiencing the largest increases.4

Maine’s energy and transportation systems are outdated and
heavily reliant on fossil fuels, particularly oil. Cars and trucks are now
the leading source of carbon pollution in Maine, yet more than 80%
of commerce is done by truck.8 At the same time, nearly two-thirds of
Maine households use fuel oil as their primary source for home heating
– a higher share than any other state.9 Dependence on dirty fuels makes
it difficult to break the cycle of pollution that is changing our climate
and putting our health and traditional economies at risk.

Modernizing and localizing our energy system will bring goodpaying energy jobs home to Maine. Maine has significant solar, tidal,
and off-shore wind energy potential. These unique natural resources
provide a tremendous opportunity and economic advantage for clean
energy production. Since 2012, solar employment has grown nine
times faster than the rest of the U.S. economy5 while investments in
renewable energy are creating three times
more jobs than the same investment
in fossil fuels.6 Clean energy jobs
are local jobs that cannot be
outsourced, with wages
that exceed the national
median.7 Maine has
the potential to be a
leading clean energy
producer in the region
and experience
tremendous
economic growth
as a result.

Maine has been missing opportunities to innovate and grow our
clean energy economy. While other states have made significant
investments in renewables like solar, Maine has allowed opportunities
to lower energy costs and expand our clean energy economy pass us by.
Utilities have successfully blocked changes to Maine’s energy policies
that would have improved the feasibility of community solar projects
and incentivized rooftop solar for homes and businesses. Only one
quarter of one percent of the state’s power comes from solar.10
Federal policy shifts could keep us tied to the gas pump, especially
in rural Maine. The Environmental Protection Agency has announced
plans to weaken clean car standards that would improve fuel efficiency
and reduce vehicle emissions.11 The result will be more pollution,
higher fuel costs, ongoing dependence on foreign oil, and the missed
opportunity to create jobs in clean energy innovations. This takes
us in the wrong direction and Maine’s rural communities, where
transportation options are more limited, will be hardest hit.
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Priority Investment:
clean & local energy

Maine is falling way behind on solar, and the price of inaction is steep. Despite dramatic reductions in the cost
of solar, Maine is now the only state in the Northeast without a comprehensive solar policy.
It’s time to build a stable and secure energy system that includes solar power and energy storage. We can
take charge of our energy production by making innovative, common sense updates to Maine’s energy policies
and systems and put Maine people back in the drivers’ seat. Modernizing our electric grid and Renewable Portfolio Standard will provide the
backbone that supports clean energy, less carbon pollution, better health and productivity, and municipal tax savings.

By 2022, Maine needs to…
• be on the path to 100% clean energy – generated in Maine for the people of Maine - so that we have achieved 100% clean
energy by 2050.
• invest in renewable, inexhaustible energy sources, like solar, tidal, and deep-water wind.
• modernize our energy policies and systems with a focus on
»»local, flexible, small-scale, and distributed energy projects, like community solar, and
»»affordability tools, like low-interest loans and tax incentives, which level the playing field so renewables can compete fairly with energy
produced from fossil fuels.

More opportunities for energy independence

on energy efficiency has the potential to reduce Maine’s overall energy
needs by up to 21% and save almost $4 for every $1 invested.13 We can
make it easier for individuals and businesses to choose and benefit
from energy efficient options, including insulation, lighting, heating
and cooling systems. We can make new buildings more efficient by

The easiest way to reduce energy costs is to make our buildings
and vehicles more efficient. Energy efficiency is already a growth
industry in Maine, employing almost 9,000 people in 2016.12 Focusing
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improving construction standards for residential and commercial developments. And
we can prevent roll-backs to fuel economy and emissions standards for cars and lightduty trucks.
Electric vehicles are the way of the future and Maine could be at the forefront.
As battery ranges have increased and prices have fallen, electric vehicle ownership is
on the rise in Maine and our electric vehicle infrastructure is expanding to keep pace.
Today there are more than 100 charging stations around the state – from Calais to
Rangeley and Greenville to York. The Volkswagen Settlement is pumping $2 billion
nationwide into electric vehicle infrastructure, including more than $3 million in
Maine. Ten states, including Maine, have adopted California’s zero-emissions vehicle
(ZEV) standard.14
Modernizing Maine’s rail network and public transportation system offers a
better way to move people and products. Moving freight by rail is four times more
fuel efficient than highway transport15 while a robust public transportation system can
reduce the environmental impact of workday commutes and congestion. Modernizing
and expanding our rail, bus, and ferry network will create give
businesses greater access to workers while connected
communities will benefit from less congestion,
healthier air, new economic development, and
affordable transportation options for residents
of all ages. A model similar to the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative, which has helped
cut carbon emissions from power plants in
nine Northeast states by nearly 50 percent16,
is now being considered for modernizing the
region’s outdated transportation system.17
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T

he Maine way of life depends on open land and waterways
that create opportunities to earn a living and enjoy the
outdoors. Land conservation means more access to hunting,
fishing, and hiking. And it means economic security for
farmers, fishermen, and foresters.
We can do more to secure Maine’s land and wildlife for
our children and grandchildren, giving them the same
opportunities for good jobs and outdoor recreation that
Maine people have enjoyed for generations.

Why conserve Maine’s land?
The economic value of Maine’s water, land, and wildlife is not just our legacy, it’s
our greatest potential. Maine’s forest products industry is contributing $8.5 billion
to Maine’s economy and supporting 33,000 jobs.1 Outdoor recreation, including
hunting, fishing, skiing, hiking, and wildlife-watching, adds $8.2 billion and 76,000 jobs.2
Commercial seafood landings topped $700 million in 20163, while Maine farmers add
$1.4 billion in value to the state’s economy.4 All the while, innovations in composite
materials, environmental technologies, and bio-based products are creating new
opportunities for economic growth based on Maine’s abundant natural resources.
Despite its value to all of us, only a small portion of Maine land is publicly
conserved and managed. Access to land and waterways is priceless to sportsmen
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Land and Wildlife
for All to Enjoy
“Here is your country. Cherish these
natural wonders, cherish the natural
resources, cherish the history and
romance as a sacred heritage, for your
children and your children’s children.”
—President Theodore Roosevelt

and women, and everyone who enjoys the outdoors. Our forests are
healthier when we engage in sustainable harvesting and conservation
of sensitive areas.5 Fish and wildlife benefit when we ensure a full range
of habitats and protect unique populations. And Maine's wilderness is a
vital ecological, recreational, and historic part of what makes our state a
unique and beloved place.

in Maine want to conserve their properties for future generations
and local communities are often eager to do the same. But in
recent years, lawmakers have rejected opportunities to protect and
conserve noteworthy properties for community benefit. These missed
opportunities are regrettable, because even in times of tighter budgets,
investments that protect working farms, forests, and waterfronts
support the backbone of Maine’s economy and preserve access to open
land and waterways for all of us to enjoy.

Threats to open land and waterways
Maine’s natural heritage depends on healthy wildlife habitats.
Conserving habitat for wildlife to flourish throughout their life cycles
provides opportunities for recreation and quiet enjoyment of Maine’s
beauty, while generating millions in revenue from our outdoor
economy. Land conservation provides opportunities for high-quality
management of vernal pools, deer wintering areas, and other significant
wildlife habitats, including areas for seabirds,
shorebirds, and inland waterfowl to nest,
roost, and feed. And as our climate
changes, conserving resilient
landscapes for wildlife, agriculture,
drinking water, and protection
from storm surges will take on
even greater importance.

The loss of working waterfronts is taking a toll on Maine’s fishing
communities. Maine’s working waterfronts fuel local economies up and
down the coast. Fishermen, boat builders, freight companies, marinas
and many other businesses, large and small, depend on shorefront
access. Commercial fishing and marine trades support 30,000 jobs
and contribute more than $800 million to the Maine economy every
year.6 Despite Maine’s extensive 5,300-mile coastline, only 20 miles of
all-tide working waterfront access remain.7 This valuable land is under
tremendous pressure from developers while property taxes continue
to rise. It’s no surprise that longtime landowners are finding it harder
and harder to hold on to their property and the waterfront access it
provides.
Keeping Maine farmland available and affordable for new farmers
is an ongoing challenge. Maine has 1.45 million acres of farmland
today – roughly 25% of the farming acreage of a century ago. Only
a small portion of today’s farmland is protected through easements,
tax law, and transfer tools that assure it can stay in production. In the

Significant conservation
opportunities are being
ignored. Many landowners
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Priority Investment:

land for maine’s future
Maine is losing open space, farmland, waterfront access, and wildlife habitat to development pressure.
Maine’s tradition of public access to private land is diminishing as properties are turned over to new owners and
subdivided, often ending hunting, fishing, and recreation opportunities.
The Land for Maine’s Future (LMF) program is a 30-year success story based on collaboration and creativity.
The LMF program partners with local sporting groups, towns, businesses, and land trusts to fund land conservation projects that protect
working waterfronts, farmland, and forests - ensuring public access and safeguarding the economic opportunities that Maine’s water, land, and
wildlife provide for all of us.

By 2022, Maine needs to…
• secure at least $30 million in new funding for the Land for Maine’s Future program. This key investment in public land and waters will
generate $330 million in direct economic activity10 and support good jobs and recreation opportunities for our families and communities,
today and into the future.
• rebuild the core functions of the Maine Department of Conservation and Bureau of Parks and Lands to prioritize public benefits over
industrial extraction of raw materials.
• restore funding and expand Maine’s Farms for the Future Program, a competitive grant program that provides selected farms with
business planning assistance and investment support.

More reasons to safeguard Maine’s land,
water and wildlife

coming decade, more than 400,000 acres of Maine farmland is expected
to change ownership.8 As development pressures continue to mount,
there is no guarantee that this farmland will be available and affordable
for a new generation of farmers who will already face challenges in
achieving profitability.

Public lands fuel strong economies. Protected public lands are an
important economic asset for states. Public lands support recreation
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and tourism while drawing new businesses and young people who want to live and
work near places for hiking, camping, hunting, and boating.
Preserving farmland creates opportunities for young farmers and improves
Maine’s ability to grow our own food. A recent study shows that New England could
produce as much as two-thirds of our own food by the year 2060, but only if we expand
the acreage in agricultural production.9 By building on our recent growth in farming
and young farmers, Maine could contribute millions of acres to this emerging vision of
a more independent, self-directed food supply. Agricultural easements and other tools
to preserve farmland for sustainable farming can help make land and ecologicallysound production more affordable for new and experienced farmers.
Maine’s timber-based economy can innovate and grow. Ingenuity and hard work
are hallmarks of Maine people. As traditional mill jobs have
been lost, new ways to use Maine’s forest resources
have been developed. Maine universities and
community colleges are training students
in composite science while new biobased products, including innovative
materials for the industrial, energy, and
construction markets, are creating
tremendous opportunities for new
manufacturing jobs in Maine.
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e all have a stake in making sure our food is safe and
never wasted. Our children’s health and ability to learn
are impacted by hunger and exposure to toxic chemicals like
pesticides and BPA. We have a moral obligation to make sure
no child goes hungry, no food is wasted, and no dangerous
chemicals poison our food.
We can do more to reduce waste, prevent hunger, and keep
toxic chemicals out of our food. Maine is known for ingenuity
and innovation. We can put those same skills to use in
building a food system that eliminates dangerous chemicals
and needless waste while bringing nutritious, local food from
our family farms to every family’s table.

Why focus on food?
Farming and fishing are central to Maine’s economy and the Maine brand.
Potatoes, apples, blueberries, lobster, mussels, milk, and maple syrup are iconic Maine
produce that feed our families and are sold around the world. As the importance of
local, healthy food has risen, so has interest in Maine farming and aquaculture. Maine is
one of the few states where the number of farms and farmers, including young farmers,
women farmers1, and organic farmers2 are on the rise. Maine now has more than 8,000
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Healthy Local Food
“A Who’s Who of pesticides is therefore of
concern to us all. If we are going to live so
intimately with these chemicals, eating and
drinking them, taking them into the very
marrow of our bones - we had better know
something about their nature and their power.”
—Rachel Carson,
marine biologist and author, Silent Spring

farms that support more than 24,000 production and processing jobs.3
Maine’s aquaculture industry is contributing $137 million and over
1,000 full and part-time jobs to the economy.4

weather and expensive storms; threatening the health of our wildlife;
bringing in new and unwanted pests; and undermining our farming,
fishing, and outdoor economies.7

Our children’s health and ability to learn depend on food safety
and security. No child should be exposed to dangerous chemicals,
especially in their food. The results of hunger and chemical exposure
make it much harder for children to learn, and much more difficult for
them to achieve their full potential.

Threats to healthy, local food
Our children’s health is threatened every day by toxic chemicals
in our food. Pesticides and other toxic industrial chemicals like BPA,
phthalates, and PFAS are widely used in the growing, processing,
and packaging of food.8 These chemicals are linked to many serious
health effects, including cancer, learning disabilities, and reproductive
problems.9 Millions of pounds of pesticides are spread in the Maine
environment every year and end up in our food directly, or carried by
wind or water. BPA, phthalates, and PFAS chemicals are used in plastics
and coatings, where they leach into food during processing, packaging,
and preparation. For most people, our greatest exposure to these
dangerous chemicals is from the food we eat.

Food waste is putting a significant and unnecessary burden on
school and town budgets. More food reaches landfills and incinerators
than any other single material in our everyday trash, making up
more than 20% of all solid waste.5 This inefficient outcome is costing
municipalities and businesses hundreds of thousands of dollars in
disposal fees while taking up valuable space
in community landfills.6

Too many children and seniors don’t have enough to eat, yet Maine
lacks the systems and incentives to reduce waste. Maine’s rate of
hunger is the highest in New England and among the highest in the
nation. Over 200,000 Mainers, including one out of five children, are not
getting enough to eat.10 The problem is worse in Maine’s rural counties.
Farmers, restaurants, grocery stores, and large facilities like schools and
hospitals want to do more to reduce waste and hunger, but Maine lacks
the necessary systems and infrastructure, including transportation,
education, liability protections, and shared benchmarks.

Food waste is accelerating
climate changing pollution
and its disruption to our
economy. As wasted food
decomposes in landfills, it
produces methane gas,
which is 20 times more
powerful than carbon
pollution in warming our
climate; causing extreme
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Priority Investment:

building a stronger food system
Too much food is being wasted, and too many dangerous chemicals are putting our children’s health at risk. Exposure
to pesticides, BPA, and other toxic chemicals keeps Maine kids from reaching their full potential while wasted food puts a
burden on local landfills, adds to disposal costs, harms our air quality, and leaves too many children without enough to eat.
We can build a food system that minimizes waste, hunger, and dangerous chemicals. Maine kids deserve every
opportunity to learn, grow, and be productive. There are safer alternatives to the toxic chemicals used in food production and packaging.
Building a food system that supports Maine farmers and fishermen while minimizing waste and the use of synthetic toxins will bring economic
and health benefits to every Maine community while making wise use of our natural resources.

By 2022, Maine needs to…
• invest in a food system that brings Maine food to Maine people while minimizing overall food waste, including incentives for food
donations, municipal composting options, and limits to food waste in schools, health care facilities, and households.
• eliminate the most dangerous chemicals used in food production and packaging.
• minimize reliance on pesticides and help municipalities and homeowners transition to organic landcare standards.
• commit to a new blueprint for a vibrant agriculture economy, sustained by modern infrastructure and ecologically sound farming
practices, supported by markets for the Maine brand, and promoted at every point of sale—from farm stands to institutional buying contracts.
• increase funding for agricultural research and technical support from the University of Maine and Cooperative Extension.

More opportunities for healthy, local food

pesticides and genetically-modified organisms. It eliminates exposure
to dangerous chemicals on our food and in our water, giving our kids
a better chance to learn and grow up healthy. It builds healthy soil,

Organic farming protects human health and the environment.
Organic farming offers a healthy alternative to the use of synthetic
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combats erosion, and reduces the carbon pollution that is disrupting our fishing and
recreation industries. 11
Organic agriculture represents an especially bright spot in Maine’s economic future.
Between 2008 and 2014, Maine added 138 organic farms - more than any other state in
the country - and 30,000 acres of organic farmland. In 2014 these farms had annual gross
sales of $54 million, up by 77 percent from 2008. Today there are well over 500 certified
organic farms and processing facilities, representing about 93,000 acres of farmland.12
Farmers’ markets are an important source of healthy, nutritious, locally-grown
food. Maine has more than 100 farmers’ markets, including many winter markets,
which make locally-grown food available year-round. Markets provide retail outlets
for Maine’s hard-working farmers while giving consumers access to fresh fruits,
vegetables, meats, jams, and other local produce, including many organically-grown
and pesticide-free options.
State and federal policy frameworks to improve chemical safety are already in
place – they just need to be used. A long-overdue update
to the nation’s chemical safety system, combined with
Maine’s forward-thinking Kid-Safe Products Act, has
created more opportunities to assess chemicals for
health impacts, collect and share information
with consumers, and require the use of safer
alternatives. No parent should have to guess
if there are dangerous chemicals in their
children’s food.
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