Investing in Maine’s
Environment:

A Trail Map
to Prosperity
2010 - 2015

Acknowledgements
The Maine Conservation Voters Education Fund and the Environmental Priorities Coalition would like to thank:
The Environmental Funders Network’s Quality of Place Initiative, Davis Conservation Foundation, and Oak Foundation for
their generous support of the preparation, publication, and distribution of this report
The following individuals who assisted in the design, draft, and review of this report:
Sandy Amborn Sierra Club, Maine Chapter / Mike Belliveau Environmental Health Strategy Center /
Nick Bennett Natural Resources Council of Maine / Marti Blair Maine Council of Churches / Jennifer Burns Gray Maine Audubon /
John Burrows Atlantic Salmon Federation / Mary Cerullo Friends of Casco Bay / Ed Cervone Maine Development Foundation /
Dan Coyne Maine Center for Economic Policy / Maureen Drouin Maine Conservation Voters Education Fund /
Ellen Hawes Environment Northeast / Mike Herz Maine Rivers / Cathy Johnson Natural Resources Council of Maine/
Lock Kiermaier GrowSmart Maine / Rebecca Lambert Greater Portland Council of Governments /
Russell Libby Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association / Steven Linnell Greater Portland Council of Governments /
Sean Mahoney Conservation Law Foundation / Garret Martin Maine Center for Economic Policy /
Edward Miller American Lung Association in Maine / Lisa Pohlmann Natural Resources Council of Maine /
Greg Ponte Trout Unlimited / Matt Prindiville Natural Resources Council of Maine / Cathy Ramsdell Friends of Casco Bay /
Joan Saxe Sierra Club, Maine Chapter / Rani Sheaffer Maine Conservation Voters Education Fund /
Heather Spalding Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association / Christopher St. John Maine Center for Economic Policy /
Jym St. Pierre RESTORE: The North Woods / Ryan Tipping-Spitz Maine People’s Alliance / Allison Vogt Bicycle Coalition of Maine /
Dylan Voorhees Natural Resources Council of Maine / Bryan Wentzell Appalachian Mountain Club /
Jane West Conservation Law Foundation / Karen Woodsum Sierra Club
The 727 individuals across Maine who responded to our survey and took the time to offer their opinions and insights
regarding Maine’s environmental future
Carol Kelly, Pivot Point Inc, for facilitating the work teams and drafting the report
Lauren Mier, brightredbicycledesign, for design and layout
Atkins Printing
The people and policymakers of Maine whose dedication to the environment has laid the foundation for our future prosperity
This document represents a broad consensus within Maine’s environmental community for a shared five-year action plan. It
encompasses the contributions and opinions of dozens of organizations and more than 700 of their individual members across
the state. Not every measure listed, however, is necessarily endorsed by each participating organization.
In this report we present a vision for Maine’s future, an assessment of where we are today, and a trail map for how to achieve our
goals. In some cases, specific data points are provided. The sources for these are listed at the end of the section in which they are
cited, along with other recommended reading and resources.
Critical Insights, a public opinion research firm in Portland, Maine conducted the November 2009 statewide survey referenced
in each section of the report. Telephone interviews were conducted with 600 randomly chosen self-reported registered voters.
The results have a margin of error of ±3.4 percentage points at the 90% confidence level, or ±4.0 percentage points at the 95%
confidence level.
We welcome your input and ideas on this report and we look forward to taking action together. See you on the trail!

Environmental Priorities Coalition

295 Water Street, Suite 9, Augusta, ME 04330 • (207) 620-8811 • www.protectmaine.org

© 2010 Maine Conservation Voters Education Fund

Investing in Maine’s Environment:

A Trail Map to Prosperity
2010 - 2015

Table of Contents
Introduction.......................................................................................... 2
Healthy People..................................................................................... 3
Clean Energy......................................................................................... 6
Natural Legacy..................................................................................... 9
Livable Communities.......................................................................12
Jobs and the Economy....................................................................15
Fair and Effective Policymaking...................................................18
Conclusion...........................................................................................20

Introduction | 2

Introduction
Maine’s extraordinary environment forms the backdrop for
who we are and what we value as individuals and as a state.
Our jobs, our health, our leisure activities, our community
values, and our identity as Maine people all have their
roots in our beautiful environment. When we work
together to protect it, Maine people and Maine
businesses can thrive.
Preserving our natural legacy takes vision and
vigilance, and Maine lawmakers play a central
role. They are strongly supported in this
endeavor by the people of Maine. In a 2009
statewide survey of Maine people, a full
87% of respondents said it is important
to them personally that lawmakers
protect Maine’s environment, with 67%
saying it is very important.
Maine will face many challenges and
opportunities this year and in the years
to come. How we respond to the issues
of the day, like climate change, economic
development, and skyrocketing health
and energy costs, will impact our future
in significant ways.
This report is intended to offer a
pathway – a trail map – for protecting the
good health, good jobs, and quality of life
that Maine’s environment provides to all
of us. In it you will find six areas of focus.
Each is a foundational element in Maine’s
future prosperity. Each section starts with an
exciting vision for the future. It explores what’s
happening in Maine today and what needs to take place over the next five years at the state and community levels to be
successful. Finally, it offers a trail map of specific steps that Maine policymakers must take to get us there.
Maine’s future prosperity is up to us. Will we follow the trail to healthy people, clean energy, and livable communities?
Will we protect our natural legacy and build green jobs and a vibrant economy? Will we ensure that our environmental
policymaking is fair and effective and supports our long-term priorities? The trail map is provided. Now it’s time to get
started.
The actions recommended reflect a strong consensus within Maine’s environmental community. Taking smart, wellplanned steps on this trail to prosperity will position Maine to lead and benefit from a quickly-changing world, while
maintaining our solid roots in the beautiful environment we call home.
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Healthy People

We all have a stake in helping Maine kids and families
stay healthy
Children are better students, workers are more productive, health costs
are reduced, and families and businesses can thrive. Maine’s future
prosperity depends on our ability to drastically reduce preventable
diseases and the stranglehold of health costs that accompany them.

T A vision for healthy people

Let’s make Maine a place where environment-related chronic disease and early
death become a thing of the past. We can make sure the chemicals used in
consumer products are safe, adequately tested, and part of a full and complete
system of product reuse and recycling. We can improve the quality and safety
of our air and water so they can continue to support good health and the
many recreational opportunities enjoyed by Maine people and visitors.
We can build our farm economy and develop new markets for organic
and locally grown products that make it possible for every Maine family
to have access to safe, healthy, and nutritious food. Working together, we
can ensure safe resources, strong businesses, and healthy Maine people.

X Today in Maine

Maine’s abundant natural resources offer many opportunities
for Maine people to be healthy and free from chronic disease. The
resurgence of Maine’s farming economy is particularly exciting. Today
in Maine the demand for organic meat and produce is on the rise, with more
local stores and supermarkets stocking locally grown organic food and more
farmers transitioning to organic produce or starting new organic farms. The
quality of Maine’s drinking water is considered excellent, thanks to Maine’s many
clean lakes, rivers, and underground aquifers.
Yet Maine people also face many environmentally-related challenges to staying
healthy. Today in Maine, only 1% of Maine’s 1.2 million acres of farmland is protected
to ensure it remains in production. Too many Maine babies are born polluted from
toxic chemicals that are used in so many of our everyday consumer products. Maine
children experience comparatively high rates of asthma and cancer, and are at an
increased risk of lead poisoning due to Maine’s aging housing stock and historical
industrial activities. Maine’s air quality is also surprisingly poor in some areas - Maine’s
coast is particularly hard hit by unhealthy ozone days during the summer season. This
is especially concerning because Maine already has one of the highest lung disease
rates in the nation.
Healthy living is important to Maine people. In a November 2009 independent statewide survey, water quality, air quality,
toxic substances in products, and access to local food were among the top environmental issues that Maine people cared about
“very much”. Over 84% of respondents wanted Maine lawmakers to take action on these issues over the next five years.
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W What’s needed?

.
The path to improved health and lower health costs for
all Maine people will take leadership and collaboration.
Maine lawmakers have already taken some important
steps, but much more needs to be done.
In the next five years, we need to ensure that the
worst-of-the-worst toxic chemicals are no longer used
in consumer products that expose children or found in
workplaces and community environments. Information
about the chemicals used in everyday products and any
dangers they pose must be disclosed. Maine businesses
and farms need safer alternatives to the most dangerous
pesticides so they can reduce their dependence on
chemicals such as organophosphates. We need to replace
toxic and disposable with clean and durable. We need to
make sure Maine’s “bio-based revolution” begins, making
green (non-toxic) chemistry and sustainable commercial
production of safe, truly recyclable, bio-based plastics
and other materials part of our economy and our higher
education system.
When it comes to air quality, it’s about what we
burn and how we burn it. Maine needs to reduce its
local sources of air pollution through renewable energy
and the use of cleaner fuels and cleaner fuel burning
methods. Because Maine is also on the receiving end of
pollution created to the west and south, it is imperative
that stricter national air quality standards be established
and enforced.
Maine’s drinking water quality is best protected
through vigorous efforts to reduce local sources of
pollution. This means protecting our beautiful rivers from
industrial poisons, our groundwater from agricultural
contamination, and making sure municipal wastewater
plants work properly and get the upgrades they need.
Maine also has a tremendous opportunity to expand
its healthy food infrastructure. Maine needs to increase
the demand for healthy locally-grown food by increasing
the number of farmers’ markets and the number of large
organic buyers, including Maine school systems. The
available supply of healthy food needs to increase as well.
We need more organic farms and more Maine farmland
protected so it can be cultivated for generations to come.

Annual Cost of Four EnvironmentallyRelated Childhood Diseases in Maine:

$380.5 Million Yearly
Cancer: $2.5 million
Asthma: $8.8 million

Neurobehavioral
Disorders:
$100.9 million

Lead Poisoning:
$268.3 million

Exposure to toxic chemicals can lead to expensive chronic
disease and disability. It’s a burden shared by every family,
every worker, and every business in Maine. And it’s all
preventable. These four childhood illnesses are just the tip of
the iceberg - they represent a conservative estimate of the total
cost of exposure to toxic chemicals in Maine. Safer chemicals
save money and lives.
Source: “An Economic Cost Assessment of EnvironmentallyRelated Childhood Diseases in Maine”, Dr. Mary E. Davis,
University of Maine, February 2009.
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B Take Action

There are specific actions that Maine lawmakers must take in the next five years to improve health outcomes, reduce
environmentally-created health costs, and support healthy people.

Toxic Chemicals
Designate five chemicals per year as Priority Chemicals under the Kid-Safe Products Law and implement
restrictions on their use
Ensure that the Department of Environmental Protection has at least four full-time and staffed positions
devoted to implementation of the Kid-Safe Products Law
Eliminate loopholes in the Kid-Safe Products Law, including those that allow toxic chemicals to be used in food packaging
Pass the federal Safe Chemicals Act
Build a comprehensive and effective pesticide notification registry that gives people good information about
spraying in their communities
Provide funding for the University of Maine to identify safer alternatives to the most dangerous pesticides
Eliminate the use of pesticides for cosmetic purposes on public (federal, state, and municipal) properties
Review the purpose and functions of Maine’s Board of Pesticides Control to ensure protection of public health
and the environment

Healthy Food
Protect an additional 100,000 acres of farmland (10% of total farmland) through easements, farm and openspace tax law, and farm transfer planning tools
Maintain federal and state funding for new and transitioning organic farmers
Renew support for the University of Maine sustainable agriculture and Co-operative Extension programs
Pass a federal Farm Bill that includes funding for sustainable agriculture and rural development using bio-based materials
Create incentives for schools to purchase and prepare locally grown food
Ensure that families of all incomes have access to local, organic food, including removal of the organic foods
prohibition in the state’s Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program
Direct Maine’s Agricultural Marketing Loan Fund dollars to the establishment of regional and mobile food
processing centers

Healthy Air
Revise the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ozone, particulate matter, and sulfur dioxide standards to meet or
exceed the minimum levels that protect public health as recommended by the EPA’s own Scientific Advisory Board
Develop and fund a program to replace inefficient and polluting wood stoves with EPA-certified models
Ensure Maine’s State Implementation Plan provides a realistic blueprint for bringing every Maine county into
compliance with National Ambient Air Quality Standards

Clean Drinking Water
Invest at least $3 million every year in protecting and improving Maine’s drinking water systems
Establish greater environmental protections for lakes that are used as public water supplies

J For more information
www.lungne.org
www.preventharm.org
www.mofga.org
www.nrcm.org
www.cleanandhealthyme.org

www.maine.gov/dep/oc/safechem/stakeholder/Maine_Toxics_Staff_Report.pdf
www.ewg.org/health
www.maine.gov/dhhs/bohdcfh/mat/
Asthma%20Information/asthma_in_maine.htm
www.maine.gov/dhhs/eng/water/
www.mainefarmlandtrust.org
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Clean Energy
Maine’s future prosperity is powered by clean energy
Creating a clean energy future for Maine is an investment in our economy, our
quality of life, and the long-term sustainability of our environment.

T A vision for a clean energy future

Maine can lead the way in building a clean energy infrastructure that supports our families and our businesses. We can
repower our industry, building, and transportation systems by burning less oil, gas, and coal and using cleaner, more
effective, and affordable energy sources that are renewable and sustainable. We can make our homes more comfortable;
we can breathe healthier air; and we can spend less money on energy – keeping more of our money in Maine’s economy
and making our businesses more profitable. Maine’s leadership can help slow climate change and reduce the pollution that
harms our forests, waters, and other natural resources. A clean energy future for Maine means more good jobs and stronger
communities.

X Today in Maine

Maine is home to important and unique natural
resources that provide the opportunity to build
a clean energy future. Maine has significant
wind, solar, and ocean energy potential, as well
as opportunities to develop alternative fuels for
transportation that are lower in carbon content,
like natural gas, plug-in electric, bio-butanol, and
bio-methane. Maine could become a leading
clean energy producer in the region, meaning
more jobs and stronger local economies across
the state.
Unfortunately,
Maine’s
energy
and
transportation systems are heavily reliant on
fossil fuels, particularly oil, which are the primary
sources of Maine’s climate change pollution.
Dependence on these dirty fuels makes it difficult
to break the cycle of pollution that puts Maine’s
people, wildlife, and environment at risk. Today
in Maine over 80% of commerce is still done by
truck because Maine lacks adequate water and
freight train routes. Despite policies adopted in the legislature in recent years, Maine lags behind the rest of New England in
efforts to improve energy efficiency.
Maine people recognize the importance of clean energy policies. In a statewide survey conducted in November 2009,
85% of respondents said it is important for Maine lawmakers to take action over the next five years to improve Maine’s
energy policies.
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W What’s needed?

Maine’s clean energy future can only happen with strong partnerships and collaboration between policymakers,
businesses, and the people of every Maine community. The path ahead will require efficiency and conservation
efforts, development of renewable energy sources, engagement in regional initiatives, and significant changes in our
transportation and land development systems.
In the next five years, we need to prioritize energy efficiency – the most cost-effective energy choice available – and
make it easier for individuals and businesses to find, implement, and be rewarded for choosing energy efficient options.
We need to sustain efforts to weatherize many more Maine homes and make sure new buildings are constructed to
high-efficiency standards.
Maine’s renewable energy potential is strong. In the next five years we need to expand our use of well-planned
and appropriately sited wind projects, including getting Maine’s off-shore wind-testing sites up and running, in order
to meet our 2015 goal of 2,000 megawatts of wind power. Maine also needs responsible transmission solutions that
support a shift to renewable energy without endangering the North Woods or other natural resources. Biomass energy,
whether for co-generation or for pellet heating, might play a role in Maine’s energy future, but it must be based on
sustainable and healthy practices to balance energy benefits with public health and natural resource protection.
Maine’s transportation system needs an overhaul. We need to reduce our transportation miles through the
increased use of carpooling and public transportation. Our commercial transportation systems can be improved by
investing in water and train freight routes. We also need to transition to a low-carbon transportation system and greater
use of cleaner, more efficient vehicles and low-carbon fuels.

Agricultural
3%
Waste
Industrial
3%
4%

Coal
3%

Natural Gas
13%

Energy
90%

Maine 2008 Climate Change
Pollution by Source Category

Commercial
10%

Industrial
12%

Oil
84%

Maine 2008 Carbon Dioxide
Pollution from Fossil Fuel
Combustion by Fuel Type

Electric
Generation
13%

Transportation
45%

Residential
20%

Maine 2008 Carbon Dioxide
Pollution from Fossil Fuel
Combustion by Sector

Source: “Third Biennial Progress Report on Progress toward Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals”, Maine Department of Environmental Protection, February 2010, page 7
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B Take Action

The next five years offer a critical window of opportunity for Maine to lay the foundation for a clean energy future
that makes us less dependent on fossil fuels, creates good jobs, and protects the health of people and wildlife.
There are specific actions that Maine lawmakers must take to make this vision a reality.

Efficiency and Conservation
Engage Maine households, businesses, youth, and community organizations in energy efficiency and
conservation efforts with leadership from the Governor and the Efficiency Maine Trust
Create partnerships with municipalities and businesses to ensure that every Maine town with 2,000 or
more residents conforms to Maine’s newest building codes
Fund the Efficiency Maine Trust triennial plan so that it can capture all achievable, cost-effective electric
and natural gas efficiencies, and sustain its heating fuel efficiency programs
Create a regulatory framework and improve construction standards for large-scale developments to
ensure they are energy efficient, appropriately located, and minimize climate change pollution

Renewable Energy
Convene municipalities, developers, citizens, and other stakeholders to develop additional onshore wind
power that is appropriately sited and addresses environmental and local concerns
Develop Maine’s offshore energy resources in ways that are protective of fisheries and coastal resources
Establish enforceable sustainability standards for biomass energy resources wherever biomass receives
preferential treatment such as subsidies or incentives
Encourage development of smaller, distributed (point-of-use) renewable energy, such as solar, through
mechanisms like a robust smart grid, feed-in tariffs, and net-metering

Transportation
Allocate resources within the Department of Transportation to invest in water, rail, fixed guideway, bus,
bicycle, pedestrian, and other alternative transportation systems
Implement the Northeast Mid-Atlantic low carbon fuel standard in 2011
Utilize tax policies that reward the next generation of high-efficiency and low-carbon vehicles

Federal legislation
Pass the Sensible Transportation Policy Act
Pass comprehensive climate change and clean energy legislation

J For more information
www.clf.org
www.environmentmaine.org
www.env-ne.org
www.nrcm.org
www.maineaudubon.org
www.maine.sierraclub.org

www.efficiencymainetrust.org
www.gpcog.org
www.gpcog.org/Transportation_and_Land_Use/
Maine_Clean_Communities.php
www.maine.gov/dep/air/greenhouse/pdf/Third%20Biennial%20Report%20FINAL%20
ALL%20PAGES%20CORRECTED%2002192010.pdf
www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/
OETF/Documents/finalreport_123109.pdf
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Natural Legacy

Maine’s water, land, and wildlife are the
heartbeat of Maine people and Maine’s economy
Protecting Maine’s natural legacy is an investment in our families and in our
communities. It’s about preserving our way of life and securing an economic
future for our children.

T A vision for Maine’s natural legacy

Maine’s extraordinary environment is both a link to the past and a pathway to the future. By wisely managing our water, our
land, our plants and trees, and our fish and wildlife, we can protect Maine’s environment and the economic opportunities
it provides. We can ensure our water is fishable, drinkable, swimmable, and able to support families and businesses across
the state. We can protect our diverse fish and wildlife species, including the conservation and recovery of endangered,
threatened, and unique populations, by making sure they have access to the full range of habitats they need to complete
their natural life cycles. And we can preserve Maine’s forests with sustainable harvesting and conservation of sensitive areas.
By restoring and protecting our special areas and species, Maine’s natural legacy can continue to be a source of enjoyment
and prosperity for all residents and visitors.

X Today in Maine

It is often said that the diversity and beauty of Maine’s environment
are unmatched by any other state in the nation. It’s true that Maine
is home to many natural jewels, including 2,500 lakes, 32,000 miles
of rivers and streams, and a richness of plants, fish, and animals that
includes the prized Eastern Brook Trout as well as the largest population
of bald eagles in the east. Forests cover 90% of the state, making Maine
the most heavily forested state in the country while its 3,500 miles of
coastline border the vibrant marine ecosystem that is the Gulf of Maine.
Historically and today, Maine’s natural resources are linked
inseparably to the lifestyle and livelihood of Maine people. At its core,
Maine’s brand is its natural environment, which draws visitors from all
over the world. The impact of Maine’s environment on its economy
is significant. Today’s forest-based manufacturing, tourism, and recreation contribute $6.5 billion annually to Maine’s economy,
wildlife-related recreation contributes $1.5 billion, and Maine’s fishing industry contributes $1 billion.
Despite the sheer scope and economic importance of Maine land, only 8% is publicly owned and managed. By working
with private landowners, land trusts, and others, Maine has protected almost 500,000 acres through the Land for Maine’s Future
Program. Protected lands have included working farms and forests, ocean and freshwater shorefront, wildlife habitat, and important
recreational and scenic landscapes. But today the Land for Maine’s Future Program has expended virtually all of its available funds,
making it unable to respond to emerging opportunities.
Maine’s water quality is generally considered very good, though key rivers and watersheds remain vulnerable to ongoing
industrial discharge, as well as municipal and agricultural waste. Meanwhile, rising sea levels, flooding, erosion, and changes in
ocean acidity as a result of climate change are a looming threat to aquatic ecosystems. And while Maine is home to diverse fish and
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wildlife populations, they are threatened in significant ways, including the illegal introduction of exotic fish species and the
fragmentation of vital habitats as a result of poorly planned development and road construction. These circumstances
could result in serious repercussions for Maine’s recreation economy.

W What’s needed?

Because Maine’s natural resources are at the core of who we are and what we value as a state, Maine lawmakers have
taken many important steps to protect and preserve them. But as our economy, our climate, and our energy needs
change, it will be essential that we work together and plan wisely to ensure Maine’s natural legacy remains intact. This
will benefit all Maine people and support Maine’s economic infrastructure for the generations of today and tomorrow.
In the next five years we need to address the threats of climate change to our water, land, and wildlife and their
implications for our safety and our economy. This means planning for how we will adapt to rising sea levels, changing
patterns of rain and snow, and extreme weather events. We need to bring all municipalities and industries into
compliance with water quality standards. And we need to take a comprehensive approach to conserving our coastal
and ocean resources.
We need to significantly increase our publicly owned land, our forest acreage that is harvested sustainably, and our
acreage in permanently protected wildlands and ecological reserves. We need to locate new development appropriately
and minimize the fragmentation of habitat caused by roads and culverts, so wildlife can move easily through areas
they need for eating and breeding. We need to support and in some cases reestablish strong populations of species
that have declined in number, such as shad, alewives, deer, and some waterfowl species that are ecologically and
economically important. And we need to encourage federal, state, and private collaboration to restore and conserve
forest landscapes that support both people and wildlife.
For our efforts to be successful, we need to fund state wildlife programs adequately, including those designed to
raise public awareness of the importance of Maine’s environment, as well as those that enforce environmental laws so
all Maine people can benefit from our natural legacy.

The conservation of West Grand Lake in
Maine’s Downeast Lakes region is one of the many projects in need of
funding from the Land for Maine’s Future Program

Photo credit: Downeast Lakes Land Trust and LightHawk

The Land for Maine’s Future (LMF) Program is a true success story in conserving land of exceptional
recreational and ecological value. But today the LMF Program is out of funding, putting many important
preservation opportunities at risk. Over the next five years, the LMF Program needs $20 million per year
in new bond revenue to meet Maine’s land conservation needs.
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B Take Action

There are specific actions that Maine lawmakers must take in the next five years to protect and preserve Maine’s
natural legacy and the economic and recreation opportunities it provides.

Land
Provide at least $20 million per year in funding for the Land for Maine’s Future Program and other state land
conservation initiatives designed to conserve Maine’s wilderness, working farmlands, working waterfronts,
forestlands, and coastal resources
Increase federal funding for Maine land conservation through opportunities such as the Forest Legacy Program and
the Land & Water Conservation Fund
Implement initiatives that conserve the Maine Woods at a scale large enough to protect the integrity of the forest ecosystem
Renew and expand Maine’s system of public ecological reserves
Fund and promote the Tree Growth, Farm, and Open Space taxation programs

Lakes, Rivers, and Oceans
Strictly enforce regulations on large industrial manufacturers, combined sewer overflows from municipalities, and
polluted run-off, including nitrogen and phosphorous pollution
Fund updates to wastewater treatment plants
Support water monitoring programs across the state that track pollution found in oceans, bays, lakes, rivers, and streams
Identify and conserve key headwater streams and riparian corridors
Ensure that the Department of Environmental Protection has at least two full-time and staffed positions devoted to
marine science issues

Fish and Wildlife
Fully integrate the “Beginning with Habitat” program into all state agencies that have responsibility for natural
resource stewardship
Address gaps in state statute that prevent appropriate location of development and transportation corridors
Enhance the state’s “Wildlife Action Plan” by integrating plans for adapting to climate change
Improve eelgrass monitoring in order to develop healthier eelgrass beds
Restore strong populations of Maine’s native sea-run fish species across their range
Require the replacement of under-sized and poorly functioning culverts at road crossings
Prioritize and remove antiquated and unsafe dams from rivers and streams
Significantly increase funding for state fisheries and wildlife programs

J For more information
www.clf.org
www.friendsofcascobay.org
www.maineaudubon.org
www.mainerivers.org
www.nrcm.org
www.restore.org
www.maine.sierraclub.org
www.beginningwithhabitat.org/about_bwh/index.html
www.gulfofmaine.org/council/publications/Identifying%20Coastal%20Habitats%20
at%20Risk_CCN_HortonMcKenzie_2009.pdf

www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/mfs/gmf/docs/
Working%20Outline%20Forest%20Land%20Conservation%20Component%20012210.pdf
www.maine.gov/spo/lmf/
www.mcht.org
www.mainetreefoundation.org
www.wildlifeactionplans.org/maine.html
www.nefainfo.org/publications/nefame.pdf
www.nature.org
www.tpl.org
www.tumaine.org
www.census.gov/prod/2008pubs/fhw06-me.pdf
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Livable Communities

Livable communities are the roots that raise strong
families and support a healthy economy
When we work together and plan well, we can all prosper. Creating livable
communities in Maine means everyone is able to enjoy a clean environment,
safe and healthy recreation, locally-grown food, fertile fish and wildlife habitat,
and vibrant local economies that attract new businesses and create good jobs.

T A vision for livable communities

Maine can build livable communities for the future using the same values of hard work, collaboration, creativity, and shared
prosperity that we have been using since our earliest days. We can build communities and design transportation systems
that reduce our dependence on cars, improve air quality, and encourage active lifestyles. Maine can create vibrant village
centers surrounded by walk-able, bike-able neighborhoods in both urban and rural areas where schools and stores are
within reach and local commerce is alive and well. We can support and improve existing communities with a strong quality
of place – where people can be healthy and active, where they can grow and buy local food, where they want to live, work
and play, and where they are happy to return after being away.
We can develop communities in thoughtful well-planned ways that take regional approaches to protecting and
maximizing open space and minimizing sprawl. Maine people are frugal and careful with our resources and our communities
can reflect that in well-planned waste and recycling systems, and in the use of construction techniques that don’t harm the
environment. We can apply our creativity and ability to solve difficult problems to the challenge of adapting to climate
change and the new and fluctuating weather and environmental shifts that are taking place. And we can help protect our
precious environment as vital habitat for ourselves and for all the fish, wildlife, and plants we share it with.

X Today in Maine

Maine people have a strong tradition of working together as neighbors to build communities that support everyone. This
connection to the environment and creativity in solving problems give Mainers a solid foundation on which to plan for the
future. In a 2009 statewide survey, 82% of respondents said it is important for Maine lawmakers to take action on reducing
solid waste; 71% said lawmakers should invest in transportation alternatives to cars; and 67% said action is needed to reduce
sprawling development.
Like other states, Maine experienced a long period of suburbanization. According to the Brookings Report, only 23% of
Maine’s recent growth occurred in hub towns; 77% occurred in surrounding towns, new towns and rural areas. From 1980 to
2000, Maine developed more than 1,300 square miles of rural land, roughly the size of Rhode Island, which resulted in increased
costs to local governments as well as environmental degradation.
Today in Maine, about 270 towns have completed a comprehensive growth and land use plan under Maine’s Growth
Management Law, while innovative transportation plans are already underway in many communities across the state. Saco and
Brunswick are both developing new mixed-use transit centers. Maine has recently been awarded $35 million in federal stimulus
funds to extend passenger train service from Portland to Brunswick. Maine’s Safe Routes to School program has been active
since 2001 and serves nearly 200 Maine schools, enabling and encouraging children to walk and bicycle to school. Maine’s
Transportation Enhancement Program is helping to create more community focused transportation systems by connecting
public transportation, pedestrian and bicycle, environmental mitigation, and downtown revitalization initiatives.
Maine’s unique geographic and economic characteristics make it particularly sensitive to the effects of climate change.
With almost 3,500 miles of coastline and important fishing, farming, forestry, and tourism industries, Maine’s stake in adapting
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to higher temperatures, rising sea levels, extreme precipitation, new invasive species, and the loss of traditional fish and
wildlife cannot be understated.
Maine has the makings for many livable communities already in its midst and underway. Maine is home to many
iconic locations that can serve as the focal points for forward-thinking community planning and Maine is enjoying an
upswing in the number of new businesses and households that want to locate in Maine downtowns.

W What’s needed?

The blueprint for livable communities lies in careful
planning. Lawmakers must work at the local, state, and
federal levels to lay the foundation for sustainable growth
and prosperity. Creating livable communities for the
generations of today and tomorrow will only be possible if
Maine policymakers are willing to plan carefully and adapt
to the changes in our economy and our climate.
In the next five years, we need to increase our use
of smart growth strategies and principles. This includes
identifying special and sensitive areas, appropriately
locating development, redeveloping existing downtown
areas, concentrating new development in Maine’s service
center communities, increasing our use of regional and
urban planning, and preserving and protecting more of
Maine’s historic locations where the traditional values
inherent in strong communities are alive and well. This also
means protecting open space for agriculture, recreation,
fish and wildlife habitat, and waterfront access.
We need to update and improve our transportation
planning to encourage more transit oriented development
that creates a rich mix of housing, schools, businesses and
transportation options. Our roads need to be designed,
operated, and maintained for all users. And we need
to improve and redevelop our existing transportation
corridors, intermodal transportation centers, and public
transit. All these approaches need to be integrated into our
state, regional, and local transportation systems.
We can no longer ignore the climate changes underway.
We need to adapt to these changes by increasing our
resiliency – our ability to weather any storm – by identifying
and securing vulnerable areas, locating new construction
strategically, and upgrading our transportation, storm
water, drinking water, and coastal protection systems.

According to the National Complete
Streets Coalition, a comprehensive
complete streets policy must include:
• A vision that complements the community
• A plan for all users and vehicles
• A network that connects all modes of
transportation
• New and retrofit projects
• The latest and best design standards
• Flexibility in balancing user needs
• Performance standards
• An action plan
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B Take Action

The blueprint for tomorrow’s livable communities must be designed by Maine policymakers today. In the next five years,
lawmakers can take specific steps to design and refine a comprehensive framework for planning and building the livable
communities of Maine’s future in which we have successfully adapted to changes in our climate and our economy.

Location and Development Planning
Incorporate tools and incentives into local and regional planning to encourage use of the “Beginning with
Habitat” program
Establish criteria to ensure that existing tax structures support smart growth strategies and reduce sprawl
Strengthen statutes like the Informed Growth Act that ensure development and redevelopment in
appropriate locations
Provide additional funding for implementation of smart growth strategies, including the Working
Waterfront Access Pilot Program, the Communities for Maine’s Future program, and the Endangered and
Historic Building Revolving Fund
Secure funding for a Quality of Place Fund and maintain commitment to the Quality of Place Council as
the coordinating body for state engagement in these initiatives

Transportation Planning
Implement a comprehensive and sustainable “complete streets” state and local transportation plan
Ensure that no new school construction occurs outside of growth areas and that students living within
two miles of school can safely walk or bicycle
Promote and incentivize the connection of high density, mixed use development with transit services,
including fixed-route, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), commercial rail, and ZOOM bus service to Biddeford/Saco
and Lewiston
Create incentives to encourage regional community collaborations
Maintain or increase the current allocation of 10% of federal surface transportation funds for
transportation enhancement projects that include bicycle and pedestrian facilities
Increase to 13% the proportion of federal safety funding that promotes bicycle and pedestrian safety

Adapting to Climate Change
Implement the state adaptation plan, including outreach, education, technical assistance, funding, and
incentive components

J For more information
www.bikemaine.org
www.maineaudubon.org
www.mecep.org
www.maine.sierraclub.org
www.beginningwithhabitat.org/about_bwh/index.html

www.gpcog.org
www.growsmartmaine.org

www.mainesustainabletransport.com
www.mdf.org
www.thehcnetwork.org
www.state.me.us/dep/oc/adapt/Report_final.pdf
efc.muskie.usm.maine.edu/docs/regional_landscape_conservation_spo_2008.pdf
www.completestreets.org
www.smartgrowth.org

climatechange.umaine.edu/files/Maines_Climate_Future.pdf
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Jobs and the Economy

Building an economy for the 21st century means creating new
opportunities for Maine people and businesses to prosper
It means facing today’s economic crossroads and responding like Maine
people always have – by working hard, finding creative solutions to difficult
challenges, and protecting our natural resources and the quality of life they
provide. It means recognizing that a vibrant economy for the 21st century
is also a greener economy – one that builds on Maine’s traditional strengths
while charting a course that the rest of the nation can follow.

T A vision for a greener Maine economy

Maine is uniquely suited to be at the forefront of a new economic era. Maine’s competitive advantage is
its environment, its people, and its quality of life. We can make Maine a leader in creating and sustaining
jobs as part of a greener economy. In the process, we can create exciting opportunities for families and
businesses across the state. Building on our existing capacity, we can forge a new economy which is
powered by clean energy, homegrown innovation, and local education. Environmentally-friendly
products, services, and recreation experiences will result in more jobs, healthier people, and prosperous
communities for Maine.

X Today in Maine

Today in Maine the economy is on everyone’s mind. How can we replace older jobs and create new ones that are
safe, sustainable, and pay a living wage? How can we position Maine to recover from the recent recession and
attain greater prosperity in the future? It’s no surprise then that Maine people are interested in exploring new
economic opportunities. In a November 2009 survey of Maine people, 69% of respondents said it is important
for Maine lawmakers to take action on building the green jobs sector of Maine’s economy.
Maine has many elements of a greener economy already in place. Today in Maine there are approximately
4,000 jobs in the renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors, with expected growth of approximately 600
jobs per year for the next thirty years. Clean energy jobs have grown at a rate of 22.7% since 1998 – almost seven
times faster than Maine’s overall job growth. Maine’s
university and community college systems have laid
the foundation for essential workforce development
efforts, including alternative energy training, tourism
research and outreach, and cutting edge research and
development of bio-based chemicals and products.
Maine’s existing economic sectors are also a source
of untapped potential. Maine’s forest-based industries
are inextricably linked to Maine’s overall economy and
quality of place. Tourism operators, forest products manufacturers,
conservationists, and others have a shared interest in preserving
and protecting Maine’s woods. The agricultural sector offers many
opportunities for growth as well. Investments in Maine’s transportation
and communications infrastructure and university and community
Photo credit: Bill Bentley, Friends of Baxter State Park
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college systems have the potential to position Maine businesses and workers to take advantage of new opportunities for
a greener economy in the 21st century and beyond.

W What’s needed?

Maine has the resources and the know-how to
Estimated New U.S. Jobs Created in the
be an economic leader in the 21st century. In
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
the next five years we need to chart a course
Sector by 2038
that takes us solidly into the future, not trapped
in old ways of doing business.
Building Maine’s new economy depends
on our ability to create new jobs and replace
33% Engineering, Legal,
older ones. We need a coordinated effort
Research, & Consulting
to engage Maine’s young people and those
previously working in Maine’s more traditional
manufacturing sectors. We need to keep them
working in Maine, helping to preserve the land,
water, and wildlife resources on which so much
of Maine’s economy depends.
29% Renewable
36% Renewable
We need to increase our clean energy jobs
Power Generation
Transportation Fuels
that help us reduce our reliance on fossil fuels
and lower the costs of power and transportation
for families and businesses around the state.
And we need more Maine workers earning a
living from high quality jobs in the eco-tourism
sector of our economy that provide world
class experiences in our unique and historic
landscapes. In each of Maine’s economic
2% Residential & Commercial Retrofitting
sectors, pursuit of value-added and sustainable
production processes combined with a growing
commitment to energy efficiency and the
The Maine Department of Labor estimates that
development of energy alternatives will be
portions of the following Maine industries will see
essential to Maine’s future growth.
growth in green jobs:
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting; Utilities; Construction;
Maine has an expanding research and
Manufacturing; Wholesale Trade; Professional, Scientific, and Technical
development infrastructure that is already creating
Services; Educational Services; Health Care and Social Assistance;
new opportunities for leadership. Maine needs to
Environment, Conservation and Wildlife; and Public Administration
extend its investment in research designed to bring
SOURCE: Maine Department of Labor, Green Economy Report, February 2010:
environmentally-friendly plant-based products
http://www.maine.gov/labor/lmis/publications/pdf/GreenEconomyReport.pdf
into commercial production as replacements for
those that rely on unsustainable and sometimes toxic ingredients. We need to seize the job-creation opportunities afforded
by producer-financed collection and recycling programs for products that previously ended up in landfills. By working to
turn today’s trash into tomorrow’s products, Maine can chart a course towards a sustainable zero-waste system, which means
expanding our recycling, recycled-based manufacturing, and product re-use capacities in communities around the state.
Maine’s farming opportunities for local healthy food continue to grow. Maine needs to increase its number of farming jobs
and create a more favorable fiscal climate for new and existing farmers to expand healthy and sustainable production.
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B Take Action

In the next five years, there are specific actions Maine lawmakers can take to create new opportunities for Maine people
and businesses to prosper.

Workforce Development
Fund programs that help pay for graduate education in order to incentivize Maine natives to return to the state and work
Fund green energy workforce development training in all education settings
Expand Maine’s broadband infrastructure
Create public-private partnerships to identify career paths, implement job training, and invest in hands-on
conservation, eco-tourism, agriculture, and clean energy job creation, including establishment of a “Maine
Conservation Corps” program to employ 1,000 high school graduates annually in 15-month public service
jobs that earn college credits

Energy
Implement a pilot project in each of Maine’s six rim counties using a community-based model to achieve
aggressive outcomes in energy efficiency and green community development

Tourism
Develop a statewide strategic plan to turn Maine into a certified eco-tourism destination using a
coordinated, system-wide approach to marketing, workforce development, and landscape conservation
Fund investments in critical amenities, such as transportation, communications, “green” infrastructure, and
downtown revitalization, that offer the greatest potential to boost tourism and improve quality of place
Collaborate with the Quality of Place Council to coordinate state-level amenity investments and tourism
development efforts

Environmentally Friendly Production and Construction
Implement public-private efforts like the Keeping Maine’s Forest Economy Initiative to identify shared interests
and secure support for preserving and enhancing new opportunities in Maine’s forest-based economy
Pass a new bond to increase Maine’s investment in green research and development
Designate two new products or product categories each year for producer-funded collection and recycling
initiatives as part of Maine’s Product Stewardship Framework Law
Update government procurement policies to favor bio-based and recycled products
Require all new and newly renovated public spaces to follow green LEED certification standards

Agriculture
Create new private funding opportunities, such as a state bank and state-chartered investment funds, that
assist new and existing farms by allowing Maine people to become investors
Assess the regulatory and finance challenges related to value-added production and local processing in Maine

J For more information
www.outdoors.org
www.preventharm.org
www.mecep.org
www.mofga.org
www.nrcm.org

www.maine.gov/labor/lmis/publications/pdf/GreenEconomyReport.pdf

www.mainewoodsconsortium.org/mmh/home/
www.cleanair-coolplanet.org/documents/ENE_Summary_MaineEnergyFuture_Act.pdf
www.umaine.edu/mcsc/reports/potatoesExecSum.pdf
www.ilsr.org/recycling/recyclingmeansbusiness.html

www.brookings.edu/reports/2006/10cities.aspx
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Fair and Effective Policymaking
When public laws are made and enforced in a thorough, inclusive,
and fair manner, those laws work better for everyone

Fair and effective environmental policymaking means Maine people can trust the
process and count on transparency. It means Maine’s environmental laws represent
the best research, the highest consideration of individual and community needs,
and the closest reflection of our shared environmental priorities that support
our economy and our quality of life.

T A vision for fair and effective policymaking

Maine’s environment plays a central role in the lives of Maine people, making it essential that
environmental laws and rules are developed and enforced fairly and effectively. We can make Maine a
place where there is 100% confidence in the policymaking process and 100% assurance that laws will
be strictly and evenly enforced. We can make sure there is easy access to information about where
and how environmental laws are applied, and we can create a system that ensures the funding for
environmental systems and structures is both adequate and appropriately matched to our short
and long-term priorities.

X Today in Maine

Maine people have a deep connection to the environment and place a high
value on its preservation and protection. Unfortunately, the laws and
rules that make this possible are often under assault – directly and
indirectly – and their enforcement can be inconsistent and uneven.
Today in Maine it can be extremely difficult for the public to access
enforcement data. In fact, too much enforcement of environmental
law happens through administrative consent agreements between
the violator and the agency. This limits local awareness and diminishes
confidence in the effectiveness of Maine’s environmental policies.
In the process of passing new policies or updating those already
in place, many environmental standards and policies are subject to
lobbying and political influence. This has become particularly acute
in recent years as the Legislature has relied more heavily on major
substantive rule-making, rather than trusting the implementation of new
laws to the expertise and public process administered by state agencies.
Today in Maine, funding for environmental priorities has been
significantly reduced, in both general budgets for operating expenses
and bonding for infrastructure investments, even as management
and regulation responsibilities have grown. This “do more with less”
paradigm has left state agencies stretched to the breaking point as
they struggle to take on essential tasks.
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W What’s needed?

Maine’s approach to environmental lawmaking and enforcement could make the difference between a future of
prosperity and one of lost opportunities and environmental degradation. We need to ensure strong and fair enforcement
of environmental laws by creating a process that is more rigorous, vigorous, transparent, and encouraging of citizen
participation. Our environmental regulations must be applied fairly, equitably, and across the board – eliminating special
treatment of those with political power. And we need to ensure our environmental policies are grounded in scientific
research, with minimal political interference.
To ensure we are adequately addressing our environmental priorities in the next five years, we need additional
resources, including more use of bonding, to help preserve Maine’s special places, maintain our environmental facilities,
and invest in capital projects that benefit the environment.

B Take Action
Transparency

Create a transparency system that
allows easier access to reports of
violations and reports of enforcement
efforts, including citizen access to
compliance information online

Maine’s Total Budget:
$6,104,984,194

Funding
Provide adequate staff and resources for
agencies charged with protecting Maine’s
land, air, waters, and wildlife
Develop criteria, a roadmap, and
a timeline for future bonding that
will address Maine’s environmental
infrastructure needs

Enforcement

Health and
Human Services:
29.9%
Education:
48.6%
Remainder of State
Government:
19.1%

Create a multi-agency enforcement
team that addresses specific settings
and sectors rather than individual
permit holders
Evaluate Maine’s state agencies to
ensure there are the systems and
institutional supports in place to
fully enforce environmental laws and
regulations
Improve regulatory agencies’ support
of citizen participation
Ensure that all Maine’s natural
resources meet state and federal
standards

Natural Resources*: 2.4%
* Departments and commissions that protect and support
Maine’s environment, including:
Agriculture, Conservation, Environmental Protection, Inland Fisheries
& Wildlife, Marine Resources, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries, New
England Interstate Water Pollution Control, Saco River Corridor, St. Croix
International Waterway
Source: State General Fund Budget, 2010-2011:

http://www.maine.gov/budget/filespdfbudgetinfo/fy1011pdf/Overview.pdf
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Conclusion
Maine’s beautiful environment is the foundation of our prosperity and our way of life. It’s part of our history and part
of our future. It’s the basis for how we work, how we relax, and how we sustain ourselves and our families.
As economic and environmental challenges and opportunities arise, Maine is in a position to lead not just the
nation, but the world. Our unique combination of human and natural resources positions Maine to be at the forefront
of many new technologies and groundbreaking environmental policies. But without bold action from lawmakers,
Maine could also watch opportunities for growth and prosperity pass us by.
Whether it’s responding to emerging concerns or taking advantage of new science and technology opportunities,
we need to maintain our forward-thinking approach to natural resource stewardship. We are counting on Maine
policymakers to take the important steps needed to make wise use of Maine’s extraordinary environment so Maine
people and Maine’s economy can thrive.
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Environmental Priorities Coalition

Maine’s Environmental Priorities Coalition includes 25 environmental, conservation, and public health organizations
who have joined together around a Common Environmental Agenda. We represent over 100,000 members in Maine
who want to protect the good health, good jobs, and quality of life that our environment provides for all of us.

American Lung Association in Maine
Appalachian Mountain Club
Atlantic Salmon Federation
Bicycle Coalition of Maine
Conservation Law Foundation
Environmental Health Strategy Center
Environment Maine
Environment Northeast
Friends of Casco Bay
Maine Audubon
Maine Center for Economic Policy
Maine Congress of Lake Associations
Maine Council of Churches

Maine Council of Trout Unlimited
Maine Conservation Voters Education Fund
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association
Maine People’s Alliance
Maine Rivers
Natural Resources Council of Maine
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Maine Chapter
RESTORE: The North Woods
Sierra Club, Maine Chapter
The Ocean Conservancy
The Wilderness Society
Toxics Action Center

207-620-8811 • www.protectmaine.org

The Maine Conservation Voters Education Fund protects Maine’s environment by building and improving the
strategic capacity of Maine’s environmental community, by engaging Maine people in the democratic process, and by
educating candidates, elected officials and the public on policy solutions to meet Maine’s environmental challenges.

Environmental Priorities Coalition

207-620-8811 • www.protectmaine.org

